Chicago's biggest snowstorm: The infamous
Blizzard of 1967 which stuck with NO advance

warning
January 25, 2012 8:18 PM

By Meteorologist Tom Skilling

Here are the original weather forecasts which were sent out by teletype to radio and television stations for
the Blizzard of 1967 courtesy of Frank Wachowski. The night before the forecast, the prediction was for a
50 percent chance of rain or snow. There was NO word a storm was on its way. The Blizzard of 1967
caught Chicagoans completely by surprise. The temperature had hit 65-degrees only two days earlier.

Forecasters in that era had NO satellite imagery, NO in flight aircraft observations, hand plotted their
maps and had access to an upper air forecast off one one very simple computer model--the so-called
"barotropic" model, which didn't perform well in developmental situations (like the 1967 blizzard situation)
and predicted the flow pattern at only one level of the atmosphere.

Today's models which take into account atmospheric developments in up to 90 vertical layers and on a
global basis, focusing on small scale features of developing storms, something forecasters in 1967
couldn't even imagine.. 2012 computer projections are run on supercomputers which can perform 80-
trillion mathematical operations per second. And forecasters can look at dozens of different models to
hone forecasts.
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ISSUED Qshi§ AM CST WED JAN 25 1667

THIS AFIFRNOON: PARTLY CLOUCY ANC COLTDER, HIGH [N MICTLE 308,
TONIGHT: PERTLY CLOUCY ANC COLCER, LOW N LOVER 20%,

THUBSCAY: CLOUCY CHANCE OF SNOW ESPECIALLY IN THE AETEONDON, HICH
NEPE 20,

FRECIPITAT I1AY PRABAE L |TIFS: & PERCENT THIS AFTERNAAN
20 PEECENT TONIGHT
50 PEECTNT  THUESTAY

PESTMERLY WINCS 12 70 20 PW THIS AFTERNOON B ECOMING VAEIABLE & 1O
10 WMPH TONICHT ANE NABTHEAST T0 EAST €70 12 W4 THUEECAY,

FﬁTrﬂY: SNOW DR BAIN AND LITTLE CHANGE IN TEMEER S TURES ,

ISSUEE 2:hit PMCST WELD JUAN 25 1047

INNIGHT: PARTLY CLOUCY ANC COLCER, LOW N 208,
THUBSCAY: CLOUCY WITH PAIN OR SNOW LIKELY: HIGH IN 308,
THUBSEAY NICHT: BRIN NR SNOY LIKCLY, LOW IN LOVER 208,
FEICAY: PREIN OF SNOW PROBRELY ENCING.

FRECIFITATION PROBAS IL |TIES

20 PERCENT “TONIEHY

50 PERCENT THUREDRY

G0 FEPCERT THURELAY NIEHT
WESTERLY FINDE £ 10 12 MPH BECOMING VAEIRELE TONICHT ENC  NORTHEAST
TO EA2T 10 10 1R MPH THURSEREY.

ISSUFE  9:L5 o 0ST Wep JAN 25 1967

HEZEROIOUS TRAVING WARNING LATE TONIGHT ANE THURE Ay

REMS [MPER OF TONIEHT: CLOUCY SNF SALCER W TH ShOY POES jRpy SXEQ §)
FREEEZING FRIN AERIWSIME LATE TONICHT. - LOW IN THE UYPPEF 208,
THUREEAY:: SHNOW MINED WITH RX-FREETING RAIN LIKTLY, HIEH IN 1HE LOWER
THURSDAY NICHT: SNO® NE SL{N CHENCING TH ZNAY ENT TUEMIMF COLMER.,

Low NEAR 20,

rprrﬁv;Pap1Lv CEOUCY ANT ODLCER.,

PRECIPITAT ION PROBAELITIZE :
50 PERCENT THE REMFINCER OF TOMICHT
EREATER THAN D0 PERCENT THURSTEY ANC THURSFAY

L1IGHT NDSTH 10 NOATHEAST RINCE TONIGHT ANT NORTHEAST 70 €287 wir
10 T FC MPH THURSCHY,
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CHICAGO AND VICINITY FOPECASIS  CONTIRUEE. Tan L6, 1967

\SSUEr RY  Bil5 8N TUURSDAY JENURRY 26 1967

HERVY SNO® WARNING

1ACAY s SHOW WITH FCCUMULRT IONS OF FOUR INCHES OF WORE BY THIE AFTERNDON,
HIEH IN LOWEF 20E. o
TONIEMT: SHOW CANINIEHING OF ENE ING, COLCER. MI1H Low NESFE 20,
reirAYs PARTLY CLOUCY AND COLCER, HifH MIT 208,

PREEC TR I TATION panPAR L ITIES S
pREATER THEN 90 PERCENT TATAY.
og PERCENT TONLEHT
20 PERCENT FRICAY
NOETHEASIERLY wiNps 1= 10 25 WeH 1nrey BECTMING KOBETH 10 WARTHERST TOMIEH

|eSyEr o:h5 AW THUREDAY JENUBRY 25 1687

HEAVY SNOW BARNING

AN ACTITIONAL L TO 8 'INCHES gewn (NCER DF TOCAY WITH SKOW LIV INISHIME
ANC ENCINE TONTGHT. WINCY W1TH TEMPERATURER STERDY THIS PETERNAON, \

cOLIER M1TH LOW 10 7015 TONIEHT.
FRICRY: PRRILY cLOULY AND COLLCER. HIeH WICOLE 20%.

s
PRECIFITATION PROBASILITIES:
160 PEECENT TOCAY LOWERING 10 50 PERCENT TOMIGHT.
20 PERCENT FELILAY.
NOETHE FETERLY WINDS 25 10 35 MPH THIS AFTERNNON BECONV NG NORTH 10
NNRTHWEST 15 TC 30 MPH JON1EMT AND 42 10 22 VPH FRICEY,
QUTLOOK FOR SATURCAY: PARTLY CLOULY L1T7LE CHANGE IN TEMPERATURES.
|SSUEE  3:LS PM THURSDEY JANURRY 2ER 19€7 |
HAZPELOUS /

NRTEREUEE /CF IV INE WPRNINE TANIEHT f
JemiesTs WINDY ¥ TH SN CIINEEHINE AN ENCING pUs NG TORIGHT, ARDUT /
ONE INCH EEE{TIONALE ACCUNULETION 8UT pAwe \PEREBLE  TRIFTING #NT SLEWIE
aF SNOW. MPZABCOUS TRAVEL CONCITIONS. COLFER, LO¥ 10 10 15.
FRADIY: PARILY. CLOUCY ANT COLTER. HioY IN LOw 208, ¥
baytey NIGHT: FRIP ENC COLCER. LOW ZE8N 10 5 AGOVE. e
SATURDAY: PARTLY £LOUCY. RATHES eaLf. . =
PREC1S(TATION PROBAZILITIES

WORE THAN 90 PEECENT TONIEHT:

10 PERCENT FRITAY

10 PERCENT TRICAY NIGHT.
NORTHEAET TO NORTH WINCS 20 10 30 MPH 1ONTGEHT AND NORTH 10 NORTH
BET0 25 WP CIVMINISHING SLOWLY FEITAY. N |

ANANE |




OHICAGD ENC VICINITY FORECAEIS. CONTINUED, Jawy 2627 15947
jecyer 9:Ls P THURSCAY JANURRY 26 1967
LAZAREOUS TRIVING WARNING REMEINCER OF TONIEHT, \

BEMAINCER OF TONICHT: NNE OR 190 INCHES VMORE SNOW ENC WINCY ¥ITH
rﬂusitEF#BLE CRIFTING £NC SLOWING SHOW ANC HaZAECAUS TRAVEL CONDTIONE,
Low 22 10026,

FRICAY: PARTLY CLAUCY, HIGH IN THE 208,

ERITAY NICHT: FRIP N[ COLFER, LOW 25RO 10 5 RBOVE,

£pTURCAY: PARTLY CLOUCY. NOT MUCH CHENGE IN TEMPERATURE.

PRECISITAT ION PEDAABILITIES

KORE THAN 90 PERCENT REMAINCES OF TONIGHT

20 PERCENT FRICAY

10 PERCEMT FRICAY NIGHT - ~

NORTHERST 10 NORTH WINCS z0 10 35 VPH TONIGHT BNC 20 T0 25 MPH FRICEY

JSEUED Z:L5 AN FRICRY JANUARY 27 1067

HATAPLOUS CRIVING WARNIMG .

10pAY: SERIOUS DRIFTING WITH STRONE NOETHERKLY WINCE CONT INUINE THIE
MORNING IMPROVINEG # LITILE THI® PETERNNNN, SOME LICHT SNOW, HIGH NE PR ;ﬂ.
TAMIEHT; PERILY CLOUCY ANT FOLDER, LD® ZERD 105 PROVE,

spTURDEY PAETLY CLOUTY, HIEH  IN THE 205,

PEEC IRITATION PROSARILITICS
WORE THAN 90 FPERCENT TOCAY
10 PERCENMT TONIEHT
10 PERCENT SATURDAY |

NABTHERLY WINCS 25 70 35 WPY THIS MARNING CIVINISH) 6 ELOWLY THIS
LETERNCON ENF TONIGHT

1SSWED 9:LS AM
HRZARCOUS
MKERREMRS/CF [V ING WARNING, COLC BAVE WAFNINGS® TONIEHT.

THIS PFTERNOON: CONT INUEL SERIOUS CRIFTING WITH STRONG NORTHWEE TERLY
®INCE ANC A LITILE SNOW BUT CONCITIONS BEEINNING TO INFEDOVE £ LITTLE,
TENMPERATURES STEACY OF FALLING.

TONIGHT: COLL WAVE ANC FARTLY FLOUCY WITH Lov ZERD-T0 5 PEOVE,

SATURDAY PAFTLY CLCUCY, HICGH IN THE 208, -

PRORABIL1TY OF NFASURESLE PRECIEITATION

%0 PERCENT THIS FFTERNOON

10 PERCENT TONIEHT

10 PERCENT SATURCAY. ;
NORTHPESTERLY WINCS 25 70 35 MPH CIMINISHING SLOFLY THIS FFTERNOON 1
B £ VENING BECOMING NARTHPESTERLY 10 10 15 WPH BY SPIURCAY MORNING
ANC VPRIABLE BY SATURDAY AFTERNDON.
AUTLOOK EOR SUNTAY PARTLY CLOUTY ANC A LITTLE WARVER,
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CHICAGO ENT U ICINITY FORECASTS  yswy continger, AW 270907

ISSUED  3:L® oW FRICIY JANURRY 27 1967
CoLD WANE TONIGHT

TONIGHT : COLD WAVE WITH CLEABING SKIES ANC CIMIMISHING WINCE, LDW BY
MORNING Z2EFD 10 10 EROVE,

SATURCEY : PARTLY SUNNY. HICH IN THE RPER 205,

EATURCEY NIGHT = PARTLY CLOULY NOT =0 coLe, Low 52 70 1E

SUNCAY: PRRTLY CLOUCY ANC WARVER,

PRECIS|TATION PROBABILITIES
10 PERCENT TONIGH]
10 PEFCENT SATURLEY
10 PEREENT SATURCAY NIGHT

NORTHEESTERLY WINCS 15 10 25 WPH DININISHINE SLORLY TONIGHT BECOMING
KEEEIK WESTEFLY 10 10D 15 MPH SPTURTCAY.

ISSUEC 9:hS PN FRICAY JANUPRY 27 1967

FEMAINCE® OF TONICHT: FAIR ANC CONEICERARLY COLCER, LO¥ NEAR 10 [N
C1TY 10 ABDUNE 5 WESTERN SUBURRS,

SATURCEY: WASTLY SUNNY, HICH NERR 70

CATURCAY NIGHT: PARTLY CLOUCY ANC NOT 50O COLC, LOW 12 710 18,
YYRYYENY SUNCAY: PARTLY CLOUCY ANF P LITILF WARMER,

PRECIRITATION PROBIEILITIESS
E PERCENT BOTH TONIGHT ANC ERTURDAY.,
10 PERCENT SATURDIY NIGHT.




